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Tom, a student in Class 2C, lost 
his eraser today.

Tom cried to the class teacher, 
“Miss LI, my new eraser has 
disappeared and I had 
nothing to correct my 
mistakes in the language 
test just now!”



Miss LI said, “Have you checked 
carefully?  Take a look in the 
desk corners, inside your school 
bag …”

“I‛ve looked for it 
several times … it‛s 
really not here.” 
Tom insisted.



“Are you sure you brought it to 
school today?”  Miss LI asked 
Tom to think it over clearly.

“I brought it with me and showed 
it  to everyone.   It ‛s  a new  
sushi-shaped eraser that my 
aunt gave me.  They all said it‛s 
cute … oh, right, someone must 
have taken it!”  Tom suddenly 
realised.

“We can‛t say that with no 
evidence.  Let me get to class 
and ask them,” Miss LI said.



After recess, Miss LI told the class, 
“Tom has lost a new eraser which 
looks like a sushi.  It might have 
dropped on the floor, or someone in 
the class might have forgotten to 
return it to him after borrowing it.  
Now, everybody, let‛s help him find 
it. Check your desk top, school bag, 
the floor under the desk … whoever 
finds it will be awarded a sticker.”



The class was diligently looking 
for it.  Suddenly, Kitty shouted, 
“It‛s here, inside Simon‛s school 
bag!”  She pointed at Simon 
sitting right next to her.



Simon took out from his 
school bag a sushi-shaped 
eraser.  His face turned 
red while stammering, 
“No … I didn‛t take it … 
and … I … I don‛t know … 
why it‛s here …”



Tom was angry and said, “The 
eraser is in your school bag, and 
you still insist you didn‛t take it?”

Simon defended himself with a 
raised voice, “I didn‛t!  Someone … 
someone else must have put it inside 
my school bag!”  



Simon was a quiet boy in class.  
He was not considered naughty 
at all.  He just didn‛t get along 
well with other kids. 

Even Miss LI didn‛t think he 
did it.  She said, “Alright, since 
the eraser has been found, 
everybody can get prepared 
for class.  But this is not over.  
If Simon really didn‛t take it, 
who then?  Why did the eraser 
end up in Simon‛s school bag?  I 
hope that those who know what 
happened are brave enough to 
stand up to tell the truth.” 



The class became silent.  Miss LI 
continued, “This is actually a trivial 
matter.  Perhaps someone did it out 
of carelessness, or it was a joke 
amongst yourselves.  We have to find 
out the truth.  No one should be 
blamed for things he didn‛t do.  It 
wouldn‛t be fair.  Let‛s straighten 
this out.  Class 2C has been a good 
class with unity and don‛t let this get 
in the way!”



Before Miss LI finished, Henry, 
a playful boy in the class, raised 
his hand and said, “Miss LI, I 
put the eraser in Simon‛s school 
bag … It‛s my fault, I apologise 
to Tom and Simon!  It was only … 
a joke.  I want to see how Simon 
looks like when he‛s nervous …” 



The class was surprised and soon 
burst into laughter.  Simon could 
not help laughing either.  

P l e a s e d  w i t h  H e n r y ‛ s  h o n e s t  
confession, Miss LI also made sure 
that Henry understood his joke was 
slightly too much.  It had created 
misunderstandings and made other 
people feel unhappy. 



Miss LI said, “Henry, you have to 
do something nice to make up for 
your mischief!  During tomorrow‛s 
recess, you are going to tidy up 
the bookshelves!  Don‛t mess up 
the books!”
  
“Yes, Miss LI!”  Henry answered 
assertively.



Ever since the incident, 
Simon and Henry became 
good friends.  Now Simon 
plays more often with his 
classmates and has 
turned into a more 
cheerful boy. 
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